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ADVERTIS EME NT. 
8 HE Mona Antiqua, or the Iſle of Angleſey, is celebrated by 
Tacitus himſelf, who is, perhaps, the moſt reſpectable hiſ- 
torian of antiquity, as being the reſidence of the Druids, who were 
the prieſts ; and, at one time, the legiſlators, not only of this coun- 
try, but of France and Germany, indeed of all Europe, and great 
part of Aſia. The Romans, wherever they conquered, were ene- 
mies to all antient conſtitutions, but they were unable to aboliſh 


the druidical monuments which are to this day to be found in 
this iſland. 


Mr. Rowlands, the author of this work, was aſſiſted by Mr. 
Llhwyd and other great maſters of the Celtic learning who lived 
about half a century ago, and who, from very plain deductions, 
ſimilarities, and relations of names and things, laid a foundation 
for moſt important enquiries into the etymology and original af 
the languages that now paſs under the names of Greek. and La- 
tin, and we may even venture to ſay Hebrew. Perhaps, upon an: 
inveſtigation into the remains we have of the Phœnician language, 
it may appear to be no other than a dialect of the Celtic. The 
work before us produces great and irrefragable authorities for this 
opinion, and it is to be lamented. that the learned world did not 
properly ſupport Rowlands, LIhwyd, and many other writers who 
applied themſelves to this ſtudy. Somner, Spelman, Hickes, 
and Wanley, were profeſſed champions for the originality. of. the 
Saxon language : and they had great patrons among our leading 
nobility and men of learning, who did not ſufficiently. conſider 
the radical properties of words. This work, beſides the general. 
principles of Archzology, eſtabliſhes a rational ſcheme of enquiry, 
which, upon analogical reaſoning may be found applicable to 
many other places of greater importance than Angleſey. We 
have here, beſides names and words, a moſt accurate account of 
names and laws, conſtitutions, and:cuſtoms :, coins and medals ;. 
erections, monuments, and ruins ; edifices and inſcriptions ; with 
many various obfervations. and reflections, which throw. a moſt! 

3 amazing. 


* . luſtre 1 8 2 5 bus been hitherto deemed the darkneſs 
of. antiquity. 
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It may be proper to inform the eder, that Rowhnds, Lihwyd, 
and eilte 0 pions for the authority of the Celtic language and an- 
tiquities, were fo abſorbed in their reſearches into abſtruſe ſtudies, 
that they had no means of recommending either themſelves ot 
their works to the patronage of the great. Llhwyd, who, in the 


work before us, is the principal aſfiſtant of Rowlands the author, 
and who indiſputably was the beſt Celtic or Gwidilian antiquary 
that this iſland, or perhaps Europe, ever produced, ruined him- 


elf by printing his books, which were expenſive and voluminous, 


The wotk now offered to the public was publiſhed by a man of 
the ſame caſt, and we congratulate men of literature upon the 
merit of ſuffering no copy of it to remain in the hands of 


bookſellers ; fo that it is at preſent almoſt as valuable: 'as a manu- 
{cript. 


In all literary diſquiſitions the credit of this work has alwtys 
remained unimpeached; becauſe when the author goes upon 
ſas, they are ſuch as cannot be diſproved ; nor indeed does he 
preſume to make ſuch arbitraguwild deductions from his facts as 


are too common with antiquaries even of good note, What he 


advances commonly ſpeaks for itſelf ; and his reaſoning, if ſome- 


times not quite concluſive, muſt always be pleaſing to one who 


has no object of enquiry but truth. 


